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F Aving in the preceding Narrative;. job gi 
ven an Account of our Faith, in ſornp 
of the. moſt weighty Marners of Chri- 


Rianiry ; ; and foraſmuch as. many of our Bre- 


thren, thar (with us) do own the general Grace 
of God to the World, do differ trom ys abaur 
the matter of Laying on of Hands ; We ſhall 
.endcavour briefly to. give our: Realons, why 
we cannot own and practice it, ar leaſt as rhey 
.do: In which we ſhall nor in the leaſt reflect 
upon, or go abour to under-yalue any, Mans | 
'* perſon or parts, . thar differ from us in this. pax- 
> "ticular, whoſe Perſons we honour, and whoſe 
Labours -we eſteem, as being. worthy of rhe 
. greateſt acceptation ; and with whom we could | 
*..: | gladly embrace'more Chriſtian-Fellowſhip,-jn 
"= the Work, Worſhip, and —_ of our tou: 
EE --: 3 an 


2 A Treatiſe concerning the 
and do account ourſelyes not a lirtle Unhappy, 
being ſo near as we apprehend, in rhe moſt 
marerial Points of Chrittianity , that fuch a 
thing as this, ſhould lie as a Bar in the way of 
our Chriftian-fellowſhip with thole whom we 
ſo hixhly honour and efteem for the Truth's 
fake. And in what we may offer ro: Confide- 
ration in what follows, we ſhall endeayour all 
Chri::an Moderation and Forbearance towards 
tho'. ch:: do nor ſee with our eyes : not deſign- 
Ing :o make the Breach wider than it is, bur 
cantrariwi:e; tp heal it, if ir may be within the 
reach of our arrow Compaſs fo to do. We 
look upan ir ro be bur a reaſonable thing, for us 
to give our Reaſons, why we cannot own and 
practice, as our Brethren do in this marrer, e- 
ven as reaſonable, as for them ro give their 
Reaſons for their practice ; hoping that ir may 
'bea means to prevaile with our Friends to be 
-more moderate, and leſs ſevere ; and not to 
- make thar a Breach of Communion, which if ir 
be a Dury, (which as yer we do not ſee it is) is 
'fo doubyfully ſtated in the Word of God, that 
It may admit of a contentious Scruple, as may | 
appear in whar follows : The Lord grant thar 
it may have ſo good an effect, that all thoſe | 
thar do agree in the moſt material Points of 
Faith, and have really ſer their faces Xion ward, - 
may be labouring together for the Faith of- the 
Goſpel, and be ſerting their hearts and hands. 
ro the carrying on of the Lord's Work, and | 
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' not be making Bounds to the Church of Chriſt, 


where he hath made none, or be keeping them- 
lelves ar a diſtance from thoſe, rhat it may be, 
the Lord may own equal with themlelves ; bur 
we forbear, and proceed to give our Reaſons 
why we cannot practice Impoſition of Hands, 
on all Believers as ſuch, withour judging or cen- 
luring thoſe that do practice ir. my 

T he Reaſons why we cannot own Impcſiti- 
on of Hands, on all Believers as ſuch, ro be an 
Ordinance of Jeſus Chriit, of ſtanding uſe in 
his Church, rhroughour all Ages, as thar which 
is -abfolutely neccilary for all Perſons, in order 
ro their catering into Church-Communion and 
Fellowſhjp, without which we ought nor ro 
hold Communion (in rhe Ordinance of the Sup: 
per) with any Perſon, though otherwiſe never 
lo well. qualitied, and firred for Church-Socie- 
ry and Communion, are as follows : 


I. Reaſon, Becauſe we do belieye,. that eyc- 
ry Ordinance thar is held and lawfully practi- 
ſed, as a Fundamenral Arricle of our Faith, and 
a Boundary of Churclr Society, is ſucn a one as. 
is ſome-where commanded or required. ip the 
Word of the Lord, or ar leaft for which there 
is ſome ordinary Example;z. and that without 
ſom? Precept or ordinary Example, we may 
not rake up any thing as. 2 Pringiple of Cai J 

2 Fan- 


| Doctrine, or ar leaſt nor ſuch a one as .i3, a Fur 
 damentaþ Article of our Faith, and a Boundary 


L 4 to 


"0 A Treatiſe concerning the 
roChurch-Communjon. Now if either of theſe 
can be found in Scriprure, for the practice of 
Impoſition of Hands on all Believers as fuch, 
then we muſt acknowledge ourſelves miſtaken;-- 

IL. Reaſon, Becauſe we believe, that neither: 
our Lord, nor his Diſciples, were under Hands, 

when our Lord firſt inſtirured rhe Supper, Mae. 
26. 26, 27. and yet they had Communnion to- 
gether ; ſurely the Example of our Lord is-wor- 
thy our Obſervation, he wonld nor hold Com- 
munion with thoſe that were not fir to-be com- 
municated with. Ir ſeems very ſtrange to us, 
had this marrer been of ſach great concern as 
is pleaded for, .thar we had not had the Lord's 
Example for it, as for Preaching, Praying, 
Baptiſm, rhe Supper; &c. which rhen in ſuch 
caſe might have made the matter withour juſt 
cauſe of [ Doube. What the reaſon ſhauld (43 
thar ſo grear care had not been taken in lea 
ving this matter to Poſteriry, as in orher things, 
had ir been of like _— and continuance, 
we I Ken eaſily 

Re v we cannot underſtand, 

har _ e Apoſtles were under ir ar all ; for 
If they had, they muſt have an Adminiſtrator tq 
adminiſter jr unto them : And 'who-that' ſhould 


be, we cannot ſupppſe, bur there-is nothing ſaid 
of either in the _— ptures ; therefore we con- 
yrngNis qt —s es were not under Hands ; 
Fer unicants; from whence 
we ILY « ” "Th if the Apoſtles were Com- 

mynicants, 


\ 
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munieants , and nor under . Hands, then ir is 
lawful for ns ro Communicate with thole thar 
are nat under Hands, it they be orher-ways 
qualified for. it. 

IV. Reaſon,, Why we cannot own Impoſition 
of Hands, on all Believers as ſuch, ro be: an 
Ordinance of the Lord, of ftanding ule in his 
Church, as Bapriſm-is, is becauſe we conclude, 
had rhe Lord deſigned ir as ſuch, there wonid 
have been ſome Precepr for it, ſome manner 
of Expreſſion to have been made uſe of in the 
Adminiftration of ir, as in Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper ; rogether with ſome Promiſe in 
the Performance, and Threat in the: Non-per- 
formance. Bur neither of. theſe is to be. found 
in Scripture, from whence, we are perſwaded, 
thar it was never intended. by our Lord ro be 
an Ordinance of ſtanding uſe in his Church, as 
Bapriſm is. : 

V.. Reaſon, Becauſe we cannot underſtand , 
that the Church ar Feruſalem were under Lay- 
ing on of Hands, any otherwiſe, then. what is 
menrioned A&s 6. 6. which was for the Ordi- 
nation of Officers ; for the Scripture fairh 'no- 
thing of Laying on of Hands, as being prati- 
ſed in the Church of Chrift before : = where 
the Scripture hath no mouth-1o-ſpeak, we ought = 
nat to have an ear to. heats yer-we believe, 
thar the Chiirch ar- Feruſalem was an orderly 
Church of Chriſt, and for a time continued 
ſteadfaſt i in the A poſtles Doctrine; and 4h | 

1p, 


6 A. Treatiſe concerning the 
hip, in Breaking Bread, and i Prayer, As 2. 


42. 

VL. Reaſon, Thar conf: 7211S US ?1-0ur reſent; 
Judgment 1 is this, Becair'c we belive, thar there - 
1s nothing ſtated in 1:e Vord of the Lord, 
which is abſolutely neceſſary ro Church Come -* 
munion, bur what is very plainly worded there- 
in ; fo thar a mean C: pacity in reading and. 
hcaring, &c. may be capau% ro under.tand ir; 
and not be left to. Interprerarions, Taferences, 
and Suppoſitions ; we are not in 2n1y wiſe to. 
ſuppoſe Boundaries for- the Church oi _hriſt, 
bur ro take the plain Preceprs ana Prefidears of 
God's Word ; bur this of Impofition of H::ds, 
is nor fo plainly ſtared ; whence we conclude it 
ro be no Boundary io Church: (mmun:on. 

VII. Reaſon, That rends farcher, ro confirm 
us in the ſame marrer,is becauſe we are frongly 
e iclined to belicye, that the Lord did leave no 
practical Ordinance orlnititurion tar his Church 
as abſolurely neceflary ro Communion, bur ſuch 
as do hold forth Figurarively, his Dearh and 
Reſurrection, which is very evidently ſer forth 
in the Ordinance of. Baptiſm, which we take 
ro be the .great iniriaring Ordinance into the 
Church of Chrit, to be performed nexr after 
Faith and Repentance, and 1s - Figurative not 
only of the. Dearh and- Reſurrection of our 
Dots Redeemer, bur alfo of our Duty towards 
him, both in dying to Sin, and rifing ro New- 
nels of Life; as. likewiſe of our own _ 
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and Reſurrection ro a new Life and- Stare in 
Glory ; bur none of all theic ate held terth in 
Laying on of Hands :.So likewiſe the Ordi- 
nance of rhe Supper is Figurative of the Break- 
ing of the Body, and Shedding of the Blood of 
the Lord for Sinncrs, and prelents us with his 
dying Love. Bur there being nothing of this. 
in Laying on of Hands, we cannot tee ſuffici- 
ent ground to lay luch a fireſs upon ir as fome 
do, (viz.) ro hold no Communion with thole . 
that do nor practice ir. 

VIIL. Reaſon, Is this. Becauſe the Lord hath 
promiſed Salvation on the Terms of Faith, Re- 
pentance, and Bapriſm ; from whence we con- 
clude, rhar rhere is nothing more ncedfuſ, in 
order ro Church-Communion 3 from whence 
we argue thus : It Fauh, Repenrance, and Bap- 
tiſm, doth give Perfons a lawful Right to Sal- 


= vation, then they do allo ro Churck-Commu- 


nion. - Bur Faith, Repenrance, and Bapriſm 
dorh-give Perſons a lawful Right ro Salvarion 
Ergo, fo it doth ro Church-Communion ; the 
Major- is evident, the Minor we prove from 
theſe Texts of Scripiurc,. Mar. 16. 16. AEs 16. 
31. & 2.38. WP Cents 
IX. Reaſen, Is becauſe thar when :trhe Apo- 
ſles did lay on Hands for the Gifts of rhe Spi- 
ri, extraordinary effz&s did follow, /as 1s evi- 
dent-from theſe inftances., 1. Thar in the 8th 
of the 4s, it's ſaid rhar when Simon. faw , 
| through laying on of the Apoſtles —— 
oy 


\ 


W- A Treati'e concerning the 
Holy Ghoſt was given, ©c. by which weimay 
underttand, thar either S:moz ſaw ſome viſible 
appearance come down. upon the People, or 
elie he ſaw ſome ſudden'Change in and among 
them, fo rhar they appeared after the laying on 
of the Apottles hands,. to be another manner of 
People: then they were before. (2.) Thar in 
rhe 19th of the 4s, the effects of rhe-laying on 
of Pauls hands was, that they ſpake.-wirh 
rounges and prophefied : By which it doth ap- 
pcar, that whar followed the laying on of -rhe 
 Apoſtle's hand, was more than ordinary, or 
common Gifts, which Gifts never failed as an 
effect of the laying on of the Apoſtles: hands, 
bur have ever failed fince, as an cffect of the 
laying on of the Hands of any elſe ; from 
whence we are greatly perſwaded, that the A- 
poltles did .it as an act 'of mighty Power, ra- 
ther rhen an inſtirured Ordinance, of ſtanding 
uſe in the Church of Chriſt ; and - if fo, then 
this oughr to be no Bar to Church-Communion. 
X. Reaſon, Is becauſe we find rhar fome 
times God did give 'the Holy Spirit withour 
laying on 'of Hands, AR. 2. 2, 3. & 10. 44. 
And then we cannot find that they did corfie un- 
der Hands afterward ; yet thoſe weread of, 4#. 
To. 44. thar received rhe Gifts of the Spirit, on 
Peter's Miniſtry, muſt be baptized afterwards; 
bur nothing ſaid of Laying on of Hands, whence 
wc-are ready to infer, that Laying on of Hands 
isnort arrOrdinance of ſtanding uſe in the Church 
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. Laying On of Hands. & 
(as Bapriſm is) wirhour which, Perſons cannor 
be orderly Members thereof. And if fo, - then it 
ought nor to be a barr to, Church-Communian. 
And foraſmuch as rhe Spirit was given ſomerimes 
without laying on of Hands ; and when it was fo, 
then (rhe end being anſwered) Hands was not im- 
poſed : Whether or no.the Perſon thar is imploy- 
ed as an Adminiſtrator in this marrer, had nor 
need be capable infallibly ro derermine, whether 
rhe Perſon he lays his Hands upon, have, or have 
nor. received the Spirit of God ? for. in caſe he- 
have, received the Spirit withour laying on of 
Hands; then we ſuppoſe Hands ought nor to be: 
impoſed 3 for ir's given as ſpecial Reafon, why 
the Apaſtles laid Hands on thoſe in Samaria [for 
as yerthe Holy Ghoſt was fallen on none of them] 
AR-8:.16. And thoſe we read of A&. ig. had: 
not heard whether there were any Holy Ghoſt, 
orno; agw where we ſhall find-a Perſon in:theſe” 
days ſo infallibly gifted, we cannot imagine. 
XL. Reaſon, Is, becauſe whenever we-find it 
done m the Scripture, that ſpeaks thereof, we 
find: the Perſons that did ir, was ſuch as was emi-- 
nently; gifred ; we never read in Scripturevf any 
thar did undertake to lay.on Hands, for:rheGifrs. 
of rhe Spirit, bur ſuch as was immediarely called 
ro their Office, by their, and our Lord and Ma- 
Ser Jeſus Chriſt ; none bur the Apoſttes did. ir ; 
no, not .Philip, tho' an ordained Elder, atd an 
Evangeliſt, and had the Power of working ma-- 


ny Miracles ; yet he touches not with this marrer : 


Is © 


TO 4 Treatiſe concerning the 


and as-none bur Apo!tles did ir, fo ic was only 


lJach of them as was molt eminenr, namely Pe- 
. ter and. Foha, and Paul, Perians thar were ex- 


traordinarily gifted, and had rhe Power of ex- 
rraordinary Miracles; and it does nor appear by” 


any. Scriprure-Record, thar ever it was practiſed 


in the 'Churches, by any of the ſucceeding Mi-- 


niſtry, from whence we+:dare not ro meddle 
with it; . unleſs rhere were to be found amon 

- us, Perſons ſurably gifted and qualified for fuch 
. an Undertaking as they were ; for welook'up- 
on it to be one of rhe greateſt demonſtrarions of 
the mighry Power the Lord had conferred upon 
rheny, equal with, if not exceeding that-of rai 


fing of the Dzad, given as a witneſs to the rruth- 
of rheir Doctrine, Heb- 2. 4. God alfo bearing 


chem witneſs both with Signs and Wonders, at 


with divers Miracles' and” Gifts { or Diftri-' 
burions ) of the Holy Spitir, which we 'take 
ro intend thoſe miraculous Diftriburions of rhe 


Holy Spirir, by the- Hands of the Apotles, as 


2 witmeſs of: God to their Doctrine , 'as the 0- 


*ſiter Miracles were, and as alone Apoſtolical : 
So thar from hence we'conclude, Thar there is 
n0 rnoapre ground (for any now) to lay 6n-Hands 
on baprized Believers, becauſe the Apoſttes did it, 
than rbere is ground (for any now) ro attempr 
rodb:theother Miracles,becauſe the Apoſtles did 
them 3 much lels ro make-either of formal uſe'; 


. 
— — * 


| 


. ©S - 
h F- I; 
y _ , - ; _ 5 


= £5 
SE k 


8 
> S 


Jy: 


_— 
-—- 


- - 
o 
— . _— 
4 4 


a — 
» - 
—_— TFT 


—_ &T —_—_ 
- 
_— - 
_- 
—_— — 
-— - 
x 


— 
” — 


BB», 0 


Laying On of Hands. Ir 

- From all which Conſiderations we muſt ſay, 

Thar we dare not meddle with rhis matter, ha- 

ving no Authority ( as we conceive) from the 

Lord for it 5 How cari we-do it in his Name: 
withour his Authoriry 2 

- Bur foraſrmich, as Heb. 6. 1,2. together wirh 


| the latter end of rhe 5th Chapter is made much 


uſe of by our Friends, thar differ from us-in this 
marter, and a Preceprt from thence endeavoured 
+ to be proved ; it may not be amils ( before we 
conclude) a lirtle ro enquire into it, thar ſo'we 
may ſee whether ir be poſſible, from any thing 
thar is ſaid in theſe Chapters, to prove Impo- . 
firion of Hands on all Believers as fuch, to be a_. 
Fundamemal Article of Chriſt's-Doctrine,; of 
one mair: Pillar of Chriſtianiry, rho! we do-rea- 
dily grant, that wheri ſo many learned, godly, 
and judicious Men, have ſpoken their Judgments 
in the marter, ir may be rhoughr altogether need- 
leſs for us to ſpeak ours ;-yet notwithſtanding 
having made ir our buſineſs ro ſearch and con- 
fulr. the place, not being willing. to take things 
wholly upon traſt from other Men ; eſpecially 
when of great moment, as every Fundamen=- 
ral Principle of Chriſt's Doctrine muſt needs be. * 
Amongſt the many thar have ſpoken their Judg- 
ments abour the marter, we ſhall briefly ſpcak 


a8 | ours ;. yet notallowing our ſelves ro be oger-con- 


fident of our own Underſtandings, but ſo faras 
we may with a good Conſcience ſubmir ro thoſe 
that are of better Judgment. Bur ro come » 

the 


x12 A Treatiſe concerning the 


"the matrer, ir may not be amis to conſider, (1.) 
[The Pericns the Author is ſpeaking ro, which 
was the Church of Chritt ar Feruſalem. (2.) The 
Circumuances under which they, were,relpecting 
not only their Principles, vuc. their, preſent tate 
And as ro this we may find, . that ngrwithtand- 
ing they did believe, ( viZ.) Thar Jeſus was the 
rue Meſſiah, and in that Faith was united as a 
Church of Chriit ; yer we find that they (or ar 
leaſt ſome of them) was ſtill. greatly enclined ro 
the Law of Moſes, (viz.) Circumciſion, and other 
Mofaical Rites ro the Legal Prieſthood, and Sa- 
crifices, &©c. which in effect did deny Chriſt ro 
be come in the Fleſh, and fodeltroy, the Founda- 
tion of all Goſpel Faith and Practice... =. 

Thar this is rrurh will appear moſt eviden, if 
the Scriptures thar give lighr in this marter, be 
conſidered, A&. 15. 1. where we may read, thar 
ſome thar went our from rhe Church-ar Feruſa- 
lem, taught rhe Belieyers amongſt the Gentiles, | de 
thar except they were circumciſed, and did keep Thi 
the Law of Mz:ſes; they could not be ſaved : from 
whence it is evidenr, that nor only ſome of them 
was greatly inclined ro the Old Covenans, - bur 
that ſome thar did profeſs themſelves'ro be Tea- 
chers was ſo : Bur to be ſhorr, Thar which makes 
the matter yet more plain, is this : When the 
matter came to be debared among rhe Apoſtles + 
and Elders, wer. 7. we find they had- much 
diſpuration, which argues thar they were nor all 

of one mind.b:2: rhat ſome were inclined to it, e- 

Ver: 


and} mm - 
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|. ver-among the Apoſtles and Elders; *for had they 
been unanimous, what need any Diſpurarions ? 
the like is evident from Af. 21. 20. where we 
have ir-expreſly declared, Thar there were ma- 
ny thouſands of rhe 7:ws 11ar. did believe,'-thar 
were all zealous ot-tze Law. And the Ie from 
the Apoſtle to the Galatians, read and ponder, 
chap.'2. 18,172, 13; 14, 15, 16. may. we not 
with half an eye ſee as much as this, rhat the 
Fews rorwithſtanding they did believe, yet was- 
r00 much wedded ro the Ceremonies of - the 
Law ; Elſe,-why ſhould: Peter ſeparate himſelf 
from the Genriles, for fear of them that was of 
the Circtitacifion > And why ſhould Pau! -re- 
prove him, *and contend: ſo earneſtly as-in ver. 
mi; 16, thatia-Man is nor juftified by the, Works of 
It the Law, *but- by rhe Faith of Jeſus Chtift'? 
Surely. he: -wouls nor ſo ſtiffp-contend- againft 
what no Man aſſerted, or affirm whar .no:Man 
denied ; from whence we may obſerve three 
Things.” DE Sy neg IEEE EW nl] 


WES 8 This has —_ did 1 not WIE a orat 
leaf nor {6 clearly as they oughr-ro have dane} 
the Great Deſign of God.,” 1n--abrogating-:the 

' Old Covenant, with all tsRires and Cromer 

wi nies; > 
dls, 02 Tha they did not. «hits upon. chemſetyes 
{xd | to'be ſafe, asro their Erernal ſtare, withcur- the 
Obſertarion WY the Law of Moſes. 
m_ Thar 
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.-3- Thar rhey were-greatly clouded. in. their 
SHES in this great a | 


| | Namely, this Juſtification, was to; ROY 
ed:by, Faith. in. Chriſt, GOUE Derdsof the 
Law. ® | 4 
-. This ſeems likewiſe.to.2 ppear yl the main 
drift of the Author. ro hi Hebrews. : * for bis, - ji 
great deſign. ſeems Ag. this, {-iz;), To rake '@ 
rhem off from rhe Ceremonies of Law, that 

| o-rhey might. not. in; any wiſe-depend upon | 
them.in point of Juſtification: (which, as appears {gf 
by:what;hath been:before minded; Tthey-were 
exceeding. apt- ra'do). , And this the Author. Joy 
does, by ſhewing the: changing, of te Pr : off 
hoad;-and: the Coveince axſelf 3, 3ogether,” wh {| Off 
the: Unprofirableneſs: of rheſe-Cexernonies, ;and ' tl 
heir grear inability to- do what: they,grpegel ' vt 

- The. Auttior: in the entrahce to; this "Epillle 

wilely lays the Foundation to his Building, chep. 
2; &2. he is ſignifying. God's ſpeaking nyc. | 
World by: his Son; ragether with-zhe-Bxgltajion x 
of che:Son ;- toiwit, our -Loxd:Jeſus Chriſt, a» _ | 
*bove:cthe Arigelsi; and_chap.:g:::3bove Moſer; 
probably. for rhis Seafov, hecunſs the Law was | why 
- given to Moſes, by the diſpoſition of Angie; | 
zIs-defign being''ro'.ſbew the -changing 'of-rhe 

ho muy” — ;order- rp it — the. firlt b vl 
place ro of: the-Excellency t 20ſt 

"Wc Perm, in hole Hands the New To "i 

yenant 1A 
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Me | venant is eftabliſhed. In the larter end of the 
A andthe begirming O_S 
he” cotties* to. ſhew' the abſolure ni 


fnp Faith, in order to fn; ical the Reſt, pro- 


__ wage 


A have had, chap. 4. 14, 15, 16 
S| togerher with almoſt all the Fifth Chaprer, te 
EI] ricars diſtinitly of the Prieftly Office” of 'our 
| Lord”; 5ri-which he ſhews him ro be a grear 
ma!  High-Peeft'; fac exceeding thoſe under the 
ow Law, called of God, an High-Prieft forever, 
Fab) after the Order: of Milch chap."5: 10- 
p. LE hens, (Rjck the A De de ay 
We to fay, and hard ro be. unered, ſeeing 
: dull of hearing ; "he whin for the tine. 
ought 'to be Teachers; ye have netd that 
Id one teach you again, whith' be 'rhe firſt Prin 
wt JEREs of ” and are bebome 
ach as hive need. WY and not of firong 
xn Ar TD ONE. 


" Sore ir is ſomewhar' necelſ 
| it rhe Ante fendas” lift Princd 
| of the Oracles of God: oy the Bet DR 
;Þles ? Oc whar firft Princi phe be, thar the 
"Anrhor is pointing a i he Words under Con- 
ry, orkeys And the rather” we” think ir mer 
wor way — to it, becauſe we find tharthe 
2M —_— '- grear - 
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'great Rrengrh of almoſt ll the Argument i in- 
Tifted, ; upon by our Thus - that own and ;.; 
; b4 fi Thos of Hands on.all Believers as * 
,. by which to proye thar, Thar Laying On :; 
| of Hands, menrioned. chap. 6. 2. S,.. what they | 
practiſe on baprized Believers ; :they a 
ding, that, by the Firſt Princix ples of the Oracles 
of God,'is de thoſe Princi les that are 
mentioned, chap. 6. 1, 2. (to wit): Repenrance | 
from dead Works, Fairh rowards God, the 
Doctrine of Baptiſm. , and of La ying On of ' 
_ Hands, the Reſurrection of the Dead, and E- ; *, 
rernal Judgment.” « 


. Now, that. ſo the rrurh may appear, will for 
Dor. be alrogether ,unneceſlary -r0- conſider , In oe 
. what reſpect it was, thar this Pea le (wo wit,. 
"the Church of the Hebrews) WAS. ull .of Hear- yy 
. ing, needed to be inſtructed ; was weak, and | ae 
ſo ;in reſpe&t_of weakneſs did reſemble Babes. | a 
| 'Now-, that the. | uthor | doth | .nox , intend the | 


- Principles befare ſpecified , we Wet give our 


"Reaſons. 


. 1. Becauſe we do not find the FR Lian 
of them, for that they was dull of, Hearing, an, 
- thoſe things, bur hor thar they were ſo; in|." 
. orabour ſomerhing rhar did, particularly concern | ka 
_. the Perſon, or: Offices of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 5% 
.- 2e7..11. - Coucerning, whom ' we have many j, 
...;things- ro fay,. and hard to be uttered, feng 
- JE. are dull of arg: Nt 
2. 


{} 


1 


' 

P 
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'2. Becauſe we do not find the Author in the-- 
ſucceeding -parr-of this: Epiſtle, ro be infifting- 
on theſe Principles ; ſurely had theſe beert they - 
wiz Thar he intended by rhe firſt Principles of the \ 
£15 Oracles of God, -irr the: Which they needed* a- - 


gain to: be taught. 'In reaſon:-we may - think-- 


5 + that his 'grear 'Work- had been. particularly ' ro: 


| have taught them in thoſe Principles , *dnd'td* 
have infitted upon them only by one, to have 
raught rliem'their Nature, and the great: neceſ- 

ſity of theni, ih the grear-marter - of Juſtificari- 
on, before the Lord : bur he doth nor;: there- 
fore it ſeems very probable | tous, that itiwas' 


+ not thoſe Principles, in which they had fo miich' 


need again to be inſtracted ; and fo thar ir is 
not theſe that he intends, by rhe firft Principles 
of the Oracles of God, 'it would argue the Aa- 
| thor to be. very weak, not to reach -them in 


*: thoſe rhings, 'in which they wanted to be ranight. 


To conclude them - ro be: Babes, that" ſtoott: iti 
need of Milk', and rthar+could 'nort bear ſtrotig 
Mear 5 and yer would : not -feed * them with 
Milk, bur rather with ſtrong Meat, ſeems be- 
neath the Wiſdom of an ordinary Man, -much 
more berieath - rhe Wiſdom of ſuch a worthy 
Author, ſurely rhis could ' not be the way _o 
 Jead thery on roPerfeQtion ; bur rather to lead - 
back ro- deſtruction, it's always the Care of 
- Parents thar are * Judicious, and render of their 
p "OE. *- :. Chit 


A Frye wry ao 


_— thar he did gran ſtudy to | 

proper means, whereby : ro it 

Souls .in_ the way of the Lord ; - and ſuch his 
Willow, that be never acted oherwiſe 


So far to the Negative, which may be fuf- 
ficient to ſhew, that Men-.may miſtake, even 
in their Conclufions, about -what is -imten-- 
2 the firſt Principles of the Orackes of 


Bur in as Second place ws confided, 


|p 


y 8 


”'% 


what it is not, it may be expected that wp | &r 


ſhould ſhew dns js amt; the Author, by 
the firſt Principles of the Orackeof God 3 bur as 


in.the former, ſo in this we ſhall nor be over po- l. 


firive, — ive our 
ſoleaveir xothe 


—_— Reader. 


thoughts abour ir, and 
pes Confaloration ofate Ju 


-LN egatively, we do not ELIT 
- ghor in the gn} Han wh conſideration, by firlt 

—__ intend all-that may be proper up 
| g of a Chriſtjan 3 bur rather do 


he ; BoB. ſame in particular, which : b: 


Fg in an eſpecial manner concern thoſe, 
TE whom 
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whom the Words was ſpaken, under the Cir- | 
cumſtances rhey then were ; in 'which ; 


cotmt ſhort more (it may be) rhen in the other 
Principles of Chriſtianity. | 


IT. Affirmatively we apprehends that the 
Author in the Words now in 5 hand, by firſt 
Principles do intcnd ſuch as theſe : Nainely, - 


1. That God by Teſus Chorift (who is exalt- 
ed above Angels, an above Moſes ) had efta- 
bliſhed a New Covenant, Heb. 8.6, 5,8. - 
2. Thar when this New Covenant was efta- 
 bliſhed, the Old Covenant with its Circuma- 
fion , Prieſthood ,. Sacrifices , &c.. did uterly 
| terminate, and ceaſe to be any longer a Minj- 
ſtrarion, chap. 7. 12.18. | 
3. That now Jeſus Chriſt was, and is the 4- 
lohe High-Prieft 3 and that there was, nor is 
| no other way to come ro God, but by Him ; 
He being the great, and alone Propmriation, or 
Pc Sacrifice, herween God and ian, 
chap. 7.25, 26,27. , 
' _ 4- Thar Juſtification under the Goſpel, or 
New Covenanr was, and is tv be obtained, by 
Fairh in rhe Blood of Chriſt, withonr- the 
deeds' of the Law, Rom. 3. 24, 25. Which 1s 
call'd a new and living way, Heb. 10. 'o, 27, 
22. Now that theſe are firſt Principles, we 
ſuppoſe, will not be denied ; or if they be de- 
; M 4 _ nied 
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.nied to he ſo to us, yer we ſuppoſe thar they 
. canner rationally be denied to be ſo ro them,” 
c6nfidering the Circumftances under which 
they were. | | 


Now that. theſe Principles before ſpecified, 
are for ſence and ſubitance what rhe Author in- 
rends in the Scripture before-named, we ſhall 
endeavour to make manifeſt, both from Scri- 
prure and Reafon. | 
1. Becauſe we find theſe Principles before- 
named ro be ſuch, in which the Hebrews had 

- great need again'to be taughr : There is nothing 
more evident than this, that the Fews was ex- 

,cceding dull of hearing, in marters of rhus kind ; 

"fo that when, for the. time, (zz. of rheir 
ftanding in the” Profeſſion of Chriſtianity) rhey 
pughr ro have been. Teachers, they had need 

'thar, one ſhould reach them again, - theſe firſt 

- Principles of the Oracles of God ; - and were 
. become. ſuch::as had need of Milk, and nor of 
ſtrong Mear,. ver. 11, 12. | 

2. Reaſon that tends ro confirm us in our pre- 
ſenr Judgmenr is this, Thar we find, the Author 

. making ir his-great buſineſs, in the ſucceeding fe 

Parr of- this Epiſtle, ro%be opening and explain- , | Ir 
ing theſe things unto them ; .and dorh very || 
largely prove, rhat rhe Old Covenant, with its : wer 
Circumciſion, Prieſthood, Sacrifices, &c. was 1 
now ceaſed to be any longer a, Miniftration ; 11] 

an 
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and that God had ſer up, and eſtabliſhed a 
New Covenant upon berrer Promiſes,” 'in the 
| hands of atother Mediaror, Cc. for the triith of 
which read and ponder rhe 7,8. 9& 10 Cha- 
prers,, which do evidently prove the rrath' of 
whar is faid before ; and alſo makes this evi- 
dent,. thar thoſe Principles before ſpccitied, 'to- 
gether with thoſe thar do naturally depend npon 
them, are rhe Principles' intended by rhe An- 
thor, in the fore-mentioned Scriprure ; for we 
| cannot imagine how to firid our a. berrer way, 
by which ro know whar' Principles rhey” are, 
thar the Author dork intend” (in which he faith, 
they needed again to be taught) than this; name- 
ly, ro make*a diligent Search, and a thorough 
Examination whart Principles they are, Ift which 
he doth inftrudt them : for we may*rake this 
for granted, thar he. doth inform them in *thofe 
things in the which they flood in moſt need'of 
Informarion, this being the likelieſt way to lead 


them on. to. Perfection, which was his Defign. 
Now foraſtnuch as we find the Author /in 'the 


, e-| . main drift of moſt of the ſaccecding Chapters, 


to bend himſelf greatly this way; as have'been 
before named, and nor medling with rbioſe fox . 
wh. oh ;*we areſtrongly of the mind, thar it- 
- muſt of necefliry be ſome other firſt Principles 
intended by. him, (namely, thoſe before-mentio- 
ned} and nor thoſe ſix mentioned chap: 6. 1, 2. 

 Inthe next place we ſhall a little rouch upon 
| the Entrance of the Sixth Chapter, thar "_ 
rela- 
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'relation tv the ſame matter, as is manifeſt b: 
the ward therefore : Therefore (ſaith the Author) 
leaving the Principles of the Doctrine of Chritt, 
fer us go on unto Perfection. As much as if he 
had: ſaid thus : The caſe being fo with you, that 
you do need again to be taught in the (or ſoine of 
the) firſt Principles of rhe Oracles of God, that 
you are become ſuch as have need of Milk, and +. pg 
ler us leave for the preſent, what may not be al- * - on 
rogether ſo pertinent tothe preſent occafion, and y 
ter us ga forward ro be treating of ſuch things 
that you at preſent do, in an eſpecial manner 
need ro-be inſtructed in, ver. 3. And this will we 
do.,. if God permit, (theſe words, Nor laying a- 
gain the foundation, ſeems tro be broughr in to 
avoid a miſtake, rhar might poſlibly ariſe in the 
minds of ſome ; as much as if he had faid, I 
would not be miſtaken, I am nor .abour ro lay 
again the Foundarion, ' thar is beſides my preſent 
purpoſe) his Reſolution, it ſeems, was to do his 
_ endeavour, to lead them on to perfection ; thar 
is ro ſay, to be teaching and inſtructing them in 
' thole rhings in which they were greatly ignorant, 
_ and ſo needed reaching, this being rhe likelieſt 
way to lead them to Perfection, . as. ye noted , 
before ; the Aurhor conſidering. thefn to be |-gh 
' Babes, in ſome firſt Principles of rhe Oracles of ' (þ 
God, feeds them with Milk furable ro their Na- ' uy 
rure ; the reaſon of which he gives us, ver. 4. for fin 
_ It 1s 1mmpoſlible for thoſe rhar were once enlight- _. fo 
ned, and have taſted of the heavenly Gifts, ow. i em 
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if they fall away, ro renew them again to Re- 
pentance, (viz. if they fall from the. Founda- 

dn) ſeing rhey ner A to themiclves the Son 
of God afreſh, and.pur him.ro- open . Shame : 
Fhe Author not only in ſome expreſſions be- 
fore, bur alſo.in hb ſcems to be under ſome 
Doubts, or Fears concerning them.: and very 
probably ir might be in this reſpect, namely, 
that they was 4 much wedded to the Ceremo- 
nies of the Law, (ro wit) Circumciſion and o- 
ther Mofaical Rires, that they. was in danger 
of falling from the Foundation, vx. Jeſus Chriſt. 
To I Juſtification and Salvation from 
their legal, or old Covenant Works ; and in caſe 


| they did ©, xhen they were fallen from the 


Foundation on which rhey ought ro have 
built, 'all their Faith and Hhes; 5 and did in a 
ſence Crucifie ro themſelves the Son of Gad.a 
freſh, &c. How dangerous ir is to be 

for Juſtification by Law, ſee the words of the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 2, 3, 4. Behold, I Paul ſay un- 
to you, That if ye be circumcifed, Chriit ſhall pro- 
fit you nothing-: For T reſtifie again to every man 
that » ci rcumGiſed, that be # a debtor to the whole 
law, Chrift is become of none effe# unto you, 
whoſoever of Pa are juſtified by the law 3-8 are 
falten from Grace. Now to prevent this emi- 


 -nent. danger, the Author reſolves to lay forth 


Himſelf to rhe urrermoſt, as may appear in _ 

ſacceeding parr of this Epiſtle , in which he 

ſhews ——_ the great weakneſs and unprofit- 
ableneſs 


\ 
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ableneſs of all the Ordinances and Ceremonies 
of the Law, in the grear matrers of Sanctifica- 
rion' and*Jaſtiticarion,' they being all bur Typi- 
cal, ro continue bur for a rime 3 even ell rhe - 
rimes of  Reformarion, and' Chriſt the great An- - 
ri-rype ſtiould come; rhen all thoſe things; which 


- 


| was buttypical and ſhaddowiſh, 'was're vanith” 


away, Chap. 9.'1o, 11. And rhat now Chrift 
was come, and the new Covenant:was'eftabliſh-- 
ed, from henceforth, the alone way to' obtain 
Fuſtification and :Accepration before the Lord, 
is by Faith in the Blood of Chriſt,” Chap. ro. 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23. Much more might be ſaid 
ro this matrer, bur we have already exceeded 
otit intended Breviry, we ſhall therefore return 
to ſpeak 'a word or rwa- more particularly ' ro 
the firſt and ſecond Verſe, and fo ſhall haſten 


. to'/a Concluſion ; Ver. 1. Therefore leaving the 
Principles of rhe Ds&rine of Chriſt; (or as rhe 


Margin reads it, the: Word of the Beginning 
of Chrift) which probably we may underſtand 
this, (viz.) Thar He that was born of rhe Vir- 
gitr, (ro wit) the Man Chriſt Jeſus, is the Meſ- 


ftaÞ promiſed, the Son, and ſent of: God, he 

. - thar-wasTo come into'the World:; and rhar we 
. do-not look. for ariother ; which very probably 
may be likewiſe inrended in the word Founda- 

- tion,” Which ſeems'ro bes brought in ro avoid a 


miſtake rhar mighit ariſe in the minds of: ſome, 
2s we nored before : So thar ro leave the Word 


of rhe Beginning of Chriſt, and nor* to lay a- 


T E's » - 


- © gain 
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gain the Foundation, (viz.) of all Goſpel-Faith 

| and Practice) may very,. probably intend the 
fame thing ; for the Word of the Beginning of 
Chriſt, as explained before, (v:z.) that - he thar 

= was born of the Virginis the true Meſſiah, - is 
thar. which is laid as rhe Foundatian, of all, Go- 
ſpel-Faith and Worſhip ;. and other Foundati- 
on .can no. Man lay, 1 Cor. 3. 11. The denjal 
of which overthrows rhe whole Fabrick. ' From 
whence we are inclined, ro believe, that the 
word (Fqyndation) hath. a peculiar relation to 
-the. Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Foundarion, 
and nor to thoſe Principles afjer named : for the 
Author dath not ſay, nox laying again the Fqun- 
dation, 1 Repenrance from dead Works, 


mely, 


* 1 


Faith towards God, &c. bur nor laying again 
the Foundation of thoſe. things ; The” Fonnda- 


tion was laid before, and: therefore ir might be 
needleſs for the Author ro do it again. . So that 
it's very apparent rhar rhere a diſtinction, to.be 
made berween' the Equndarion and rhoſe-Prin- 
ciples,. even as much as.there is ro be made be- 
tween the: Foundation and; the Building that is 
- builr thereupon. So that theſe fix Principles, 
"(ro wit) Repentance fron dead Works, Faith 
towards God, the Doctrine of Bapriſn , lay-' 
ing on of Hands, Reſurrection of- the Dead, and 
-Ercrnal Judgment, are ſo far from being the 
| Foyndarion, rhar they. are. bur a part of the 
| Building fopnded theretpon. Chrift is the Foun-. 
darion, as we faid before, and all A 
Pre | ID an 


* 
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and Works, whether ordinary or extraqrding- 
ry, are builr upon this Foundation: But if we: - 
rake the words 'as =: S ; in the Fexr, (viz. 
. Therefgte -leaving: rhe Principles of the De- 
d&rine.of Chriſt, ler us go on of Perfection and 
_ & rhe Aurhor .by Principle, &c. wo 
'thaſe after named ; yer this make: lite: 
| for ot Brethren thir'oppoſe us in this'marrer; 
for then it will follow, ' rhar* ir muſt needs be 
rhoſe Principles thar he reſolves ro leave; ro wit, 
in his.prefenr Diſcourft): which argues that they 
are.not ſo.proper to rhe preſent oftafion': So 
that rhen emher we” muſt ſuppoſe rhe- Church of 
rhe Hebrews, ro be ſo well educate in* thoſe 
Principles, asthar they hit no-need 'to'be raughr 
them ag , or thar "thoſe Principtes were 
ftrong 7 no waz ays ſarable ro their preſenr 
necetity, gar aS' Babes in 4; Acaing 
Stare :, either of | which makes as line zgaintt 
us, * & it .d6es for thoſe thar oppoſe ts. From 
whar thath been ſaid; we: ſee linte 'reafon ' why 
our Brethren: ſhould underſtand this miarrer ro 
be of *ſach .grear;,corcern as they do ,.(viz.) ro 
make .it. a Boundary to Church-Communion, 
of why they ſhould give. ir ſuch Tittes as theſe, 
namely; one of the 'firſt Principles of the O- 
.racles of God :. Milk for-Babes ;- a part of the 
Fouridarion, or a Foundation-Principle, a main 
' Filler of Chriſtianiry”: ' and from what harh 
been .faid, ir, may 'appear, thar rhe” Scriprures 
; knows no-fiſch* Language. The Author = the 
| Hebrews 
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Hebrews. gives no ſuch "Titles: ro it, or. if ke 
4 .does, then we muſt- acknowledge, thar: we do_ 
; ly miſ-underſtand the ſcope of that Epiſtle. 


Soar (according ra our preſent 'apprehenti- 


ons). the moſt thar from the Scriprure beforc 


- named: in*the Nebrews, can be faid whereby ro 


prove Impoſition of Hands on all Believers as 
ſuch;. ro be an, Qrdinance of ftanding uſe in the - 


Church as Bapriſm is, is this, that Laying on 
of Hands is reckoned among” other great Prin- 


. ciples of Chriſtianiry, bur whar Laying on of- 
Han 


ds, that is the Author dorh nor derermine, 
whether ir be Laying on-of-Hands-for the Gifts 
of rhe Spirir, or for Healing, or for Ordinati- 
on, it may pofiibly be the latrer, for we find 
that was practiſed in that Church, 48s 6. 6. 
Yerif it ſhould be granred, rhar ir's-thar Lay- 
ing on of Hands which was _— by the 
Apoſtles for. the Gifts of the Spirit, thar is in- 
tended, .anding.other. Yer then ir may be a 
great queſtion, "Whether or no, it be a Principle 
ro be believed only, but nor practiced 2 Or 
whether it qught horh ro be believed and pras. 
Riced'? Neither 'may it be ſafe ro” conclude; 
that foraſmuch as rhe Author reckons them ro- 
gether, therefore they are each of like umpor- 
ranee: We ſuppoſe none to. be fo ignorant, as 


to;imagine it to be as dangerous ro deny the 


Principle of Laying on of Hands, as it would 


Q | betodeny the Principle of the Reſurrection of 
- * 


the Dead. 


/ 


28. A Treatiſe concerning the, &c. _. 
"=o earneſtly deſiring that the Matter may be ' 
imparrially confidered by rhoſe whom ir does 
concern. hoping it may be a Word that may 
'rend to occation greater Moderation 3 we com- 
mend ir ro. the Lord; and ro the ſerious conſi- 
derarion of the Judicious Reader. _ 
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